Golden Goa
Daman, he became convinced in December 1675 that an auto-
da-fe was about to take place. By this time his nerve was broken
by solitude, by the raising of hopes which his tormentors dashed
with cruel deliberation, by dark threats, silence as to the precise
nature of the charges against him, or the time when he would
receive his sentence, and by frightful forebodings about his pos-
sible fate. Acts of faith were ordinarily held on the first Sunday in
Advent, now very close. The previous Advent had been without
one. The dread celebration was never omitted in two successive
years. Though the Inquisitors in the course of one of their many
interviews with him had said he was liable to be burned, he felt a
mixture of longing and fear. If he were not burnt, perhaps he
would be released. He was almost eager to take the chance. The
prospect of another year in solitary confinement was horrible.
But the first Sunday in Advent came and went. Strange, when
the prison was so full. Surely a gaol delivery must come soon.
Another sign was that a new Archbishop, Dom Francisco da
Assumpcao e Brito, had arrived, the Cathedral bells having been
rung for nine days together. What more fitting than that this
prelate's installation should be made the occasion of an Act of
Faith?
But the second Sunday went by; Dellon began to despair. When
the third and fourth were gone, his hopes went with them. He
resigned himself to suffer for another year.
But, 'on Saturday the llth of January 1676/ he writes "being
about to give my linnen after Dinner to the Officers to be washed
after the usual Custom, they would not receive it', but put him off
till the next day. This departure from routine or maybe some-
thing about the manner of the warders set him wondering. Could
it be that after all an auto-da-fe was at hand, that it would take
place, perhaps, the very next day, Sunday, a day always used for
that ceremony? In the evening he became certain that something
was in the wind, for, as he explains, * after I had heard it ring to
Vespers at the Cathedral, it immediately rung to Matins, which
was never before done while I was a Prisoner, except upon the eve
of Corpus Christi day'.
These two unusual events convinced him that an auto-da-fe
was imminent. With the ordeal facing him so dose he now became
frightened. They had given hi™ no intimation whatever regard-
ing ids fate. For all he knew, it might be the stake for Mm next
day. 'They brought m§ my Supper, which I refused and which
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